


A look forward for Upcountry Fiber
LAST MAY, BLUE RIDGE Electric 
Cooperative announced a partnership 
with West Carolina Telephone 
Cooperative (WCTEL) to address the 
lack of internet service in northwestern 
South Carolina’s rural areas. At that 
point in time, the project seemed almost 
overwhelming. However, a commitment 
was made that envisioned a $150 
million data backbone buildout. This 
project would bring high-speed internet 
access to an estimated quarter-million 
people residing in the �ve counties 
that comprise the Blue Ridge service 
territory. The partnership to carry out 
the planned broadband expansion is 
operating under the name of Upcountry 
Fiber.

In just six months of operation, 
Upcountry Fiber has already built 
about 300 miles of cable and connected 
1,000 locations to the internet—persons 
previously without such access. Plans 
for this year have been unveiled, and 
the partnership hopes to install another 
1,200 miles of �ber cable by the end of 
2022. Blue Ridge President and CEO Jim 
Lovinggood states, “We’re quite happy 
with where we are today. Actually, we’re 
even a little ahead of our projections, 
with the work in Pickens County moving 
faster than we earlier would have 
thought.”

Upcountry Fiber is now on track 
to meet its goal of bringing internet 

access to Anderson, Oconee, Pickens, 
northern Greenville, and northwestern 
Spartanburg counties within another �ve 
to six years. However, that timeline could 
be cut in half, if state and/or federal 
funds are made available for the project.  

While there are federal and state 
dollars in the pipeline to support the 
provision of broadband, Big Cable is 
challenging who should have access to 
those funds. Recently, the cooperative 
has seen evidence of Big Cable activity 
within our service area designed to block 
any funding for Upcountry Fiber.  

On the other hand, the rural areas 
are not viewed as very lucrative from 
a pro�tability standpoint. A similar 
scenario was played out more than 
80 years ago when co-ops were �rst 
organized to take electricity to the 
countryside. Back then, investor-owned 
utilities were unwilling to assume 
that responsibility. Moreover, it’s our 
conviction that co-op members deserve 
the same level of internet service as 
that provided in more-populated areas. 
Consequently, we’re not waiting on the 
promise of additional funding, but are 
proceeding with the resources we’ve 
allocated for this project. Should you 
have an opportunity to contact your local 
legislators, please impress upon them 
your need for internet and ask for their 
assistance in assuring adequate funding 
of the service for rural areas.  

In addition, if you are interested 
in receiving broadband, please visit 
upcountry�ber.com  and register your 
home address for future service. As 
noted above, the 2022 plans call for 
an additional 1,200 miles of �ber 
installation. For more information on 
these plans, see the listing provided.
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Broadband buildout plans
The following locations are part of the 2022 
broadband buildout plans:

 �  Central area—30 miles (Anderson County) 
 �  Friendship community—60 miles (Oconee 
County)

 �  Marietta—50 miles (Pickens and Greenville 
counties)

 �  Oakway community—90 miles (Oconee 
County)

 �  Six Mile area—80 miles (Pickens County)
 �  Dacusville community—100 miles (Pickens 
County)

 �  Enon Church community—100 miles 
(Pickens County)

 �  Northern Greenville area—100 miles 
(Greenville County)

 �  Piercetown community—100 miles 
(Anderson County)

 �  Pickens area—70 miles (Pickens County)
 �  Fair Play/Townville communities—120 
miles (Oconee and Anderson counties)

 �  Salem and Mountain Rest— 75 miles 
(Oconee County)

 �  Easley and Powdersville—150 miles 
(Pickens and Anderson counties)

 �  Miscellaneous projects—75 miles (Oconee 
and Pickens counties)

The Upcountry Fiber van is a welcome sight in neighborhoods where internet service is poor quality or non-existent. Blue Ridge is proud to partner 
with WCTEL to bring fiber into the home for reliable service.
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