








May 3, 2019 • Downtown Pickens, SC
All Aboard for Blue Ridge Fest!
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Blue Ridge Fest charity supports foster children
EACH YEAR, employee volunteers 
from Blue Ridge pour over almost 100 
applications for funding from Blue 
Ridge Fest. The process is dif�cult, and 
often a favorite charity is not chosen 
because another’s need is determined 
to be greater by the group. Funding 
is provided for the entire Blue Ridge 
Co-op service area. During its 21-year 
history, donations of $2.8 million have 
been provided to almost eighty different 
charities. With the support of almost 100 
sponsors, employees vow to make each 
year the best. This year, a relatively new 
charity was chosen for the �rst time. 
Here is the story of Fostering Faithfully, 
who answers a need for a special group 
of children and families.

In 2017, Fostering Faithfully began 
a mission to help foster children and 
foster families in Oconee and Pickens 
counties. There were too few homes 
available for foster children. Although 
the need was and continues to be great 
for foster families, Fostering Faithfully 
Executive Director Abby Crooks sought 
out tangible ways community members 
could serve foster children and assist 
families. The organization offers a 

monthly support group for families, 
duf�e bags full of things a child needs 
when placed with a new family, raises 
funds for additional training for foster 
families, and much more.

The mission of Fostering Faithfully is 
to recruit, encourage, and equip foster 
families to serve children well so foster 
children will receive the best care in 
a family right here in our community. 
Currently 230 volunteers assist in the 
resource center, serve on the meals team, 
offer respite care for foster parents, 
fundraising and more. This group 
of dedicated volunteers contributed 
approximately 4,700 hours last year.

Abby Crooks, executive director feels 
especially blessed to have Fostering 
Faithfully selected as one of the charities 
to receive Blue Ridge Fest funds. She 
explains, “Fostering Faithfully is honored 
to have Blue Ridge invest in our mission 
in such a tremendous way! Fest funds 
are going to provide hundreds of 
birthday sponsorships, car seats, cribs, 
duffel bags, recreational scholarships, and 
new shoes for kids coming into foster 
care in Oconee and Pickens counties. As 
Oconee and Pickens counties need over 

150 new foster parents, this support will 
allow us to continue to provide meals, 
training scholarships and support to 
families licensing or choosing to stay 
in the trenches of foster care to be a 
family-for-a-season to kids from crisis 
situations. Nationwide, half of all foster 
parents quit within a year of their �rst 
placement, and we want to change that 
here in our area by continuing to provide 
an ecosystem of community support for 
foster families and the kids they love. We 
are thankful to BREC for partnering with 
us this year.” 

Other charities that will receive 
funding from Blue Ridge Fest include: 
A Child’s Haven, Anderson Free Clinic, 
Anderson Interfaith Ministries, Cancer 
Association of Pickens County, The 
Dream Center of Pickens County, Feed 
a Hungry Child, Golden Corner Food 
Pantry, Grace’s Closet, The Lachlan 
McIntosh Tannery Foundation, North 
Greenville Crisis Ministry, and Pickens 
County Meals on Wheels. If you  
would like information on any of  
these organizations, please visit 
blueridgefest.com.

Fostering a child 
includes so much 
more than just 
providing a place 
to stay.  

	 SCLIVING.COOP�|� MARCH 2019�|� SOUTH CAROLINA LIVING	20C



800-240-3400       
blueridge.coop

Go Beyond The Card.

Co-op Connections® : The One Card 
That Does It All!

• It’s FREE to all Blue Ridge Electric Cooperative members.

• Look for local businesses and pharmacies displaying the Co-op Connections sticker.
For a list of participating businesses, pharmacies and other health care providers, visit-
blueridge.coop or at connections.coop.

• This card is recognized nationally by participating businesses, pharmacies and 
other health care providers.

• Co-op members can receive 10–85% discounts on many prescription drugs*,
as well as all kinds of other discounts.

• “Cash Back Mall” portal for online shopping at more than 3,000 leading merchants.

• The card is teamed up with Coupons.com to bring you valuable coupons—
every day!

• Download the free Co-op Connections app from the App Store or Google Play 
for savings and information on the go.

Co-op Connections® : The One Card 
That Does It All!

Go Beyond The Card.

* The pharmacy discount
benefit is NOT insurance 
and is not intended 
as a substitute for 
insurance.

For more information, visit connections.coop.


